THE NATION’S NEWSPAPER

NO. 1 IN THE USA

Thursday, July 24, 2008

Book Buzz

What's new on the list and in publishing
Making a ‘Killing’: Excitement surround-
ing The Dark Knight — and the Watchmen
trailer that was shown with it opening week-
end — is spilling over into bookstores.
Legendary graphic novelist Alan Moore is
the beneficiary. His
1986 Watchmen
graphic novel is No. 83
8 on USA TODAY’s
extended Best-Selling
Books list. Knight,
meanwhile, has read-
ers hunting for
. Moore's Batman: The

Killing Game. Pub-
lished 20 years ago,
Killing offers a terrify-
ing back story for The
Joker. (It also influenced Heath Ledger’s per-
formance.) In March, DC Comics released a
hardcover edition ($17.99) recolored by Bri-
an Bolland. Says publisher Paul Levitz, “We’ve
had spotty instances where particular retail-
ers have run out, but we just keep printine

and shipping them as fastas we can.”  Reading for a cause: When Sandra Kitt,

‘Fowl’ play: While Irish author Eoin Colfer
is busy entertaining fans across the USA with
his award-winning show, Fairies, Fiends &
Flatulence, his new book, Artemis Fowl: The
Time Paradox, enters the list at No. 4. It's his
highest debut. In Paradox, sixth in a series,
teen criminal genius Artemis goes back in
time with his fairy friends to retrieve a cure
for a disease that threatens his mother’s life.
Despite the young-adult fantasy novel's seri-
ous plotline, Colfer says, “I did try and up the
joke content, so there’s quite a lot of scato-
logical humor, as usual, and more comical
characters.” Colfer’s comedy show is inspired
by his novels and his own story growing up in
Ireland with four brothers.

the best-selling author of 30 novels, wanted
to raise money for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, the way to do it seemed

obvious. “I said, ‘Why
don't I do what I do
best, and that’s write
abook.’ ” In Septem-
ber, Arabesque, an
imprint of Kimani
Press, which publish-
es women'’s African-
American fiction and
non-fiction, will pub-
lish Kitt's For All We
Know, along with
What Matters Most by
Gwynne Forster. Both

are romances set against the backdrop of St.
Jude: Kitt's centers on pediatric HIV, Forster’s

_on sickle-cell disease. Readers will be
encouraged to donate to St. Jude, and this fall,
Arabesque will make a donation in support of
the hospital’s work.
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