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: “These are very personal |
7-apes O” er tapes,” said Tamsen Harward, a
: manager at Chorion, the compa-
New Clues ny that controls Christie’s liter-
ary properties. “There are bits
Tb a Master and pieces of the autobiography

that could be reviewed, in light of

OfMySte)y listening to the tapes.”

And in a mystery that might

By JULIE BOSMAN havg plqueq the interest of one of
3 P Christie’s fictional sleuths, only
A complete egoist,” Agatha s S 3
Christie said of Hercule Poirot, the final third of her life story can
her brilliant, diminutive, impec- be heard on the recordings.

cﬁﬁy dressed Belgian detective.

% ity and spinsterish,” she We believe that, being a frugal

quipped of Miss Marple, her oth- woman, she reused the tapes,”
er famous sleuth. “The old spin- Ms. Harward said, adding that
g acy ivikeans village.”. Christie “clearly” did not feel the
« Uttered in the reedy voice of 3 s s

Christie herself, these withering recordings had any historical val-

descriptions are contained on a ue.

cache of audiotapes, recently dis- 2 -
covered in a dusty cardboard box Her modern-day admirers may

in one of her former houses by disagree. The tapes were dictated
her only grandson, Mathew on a reel-to-reel recorder that
Prichard. , - was abandoned in the same box
. The tapes — 27 reels running a ith the 27 {5 of With
total of more than 13 hours — are wit t. 1€ 2/ reels o t.ap& ith an
filled with Christie’s painstaking occasional crackle in the back-
dictation of her life story, rough ground Christie can be heard
material recorded in the early 3 i

1960s that eventually made up talking about writing, about her

characters and how she con-
: ceived them, with her tone vary-
Agatha Christie’s life, ing from casual and meandering

spoken in her own Continued on Page 5
unguarded words.

her autobiography, published

- posthumously in 1977. It stands as
one of only a handful of record-
ings of Christie, the British mys-
tery writer, who rarely agreed to
be interviewed.

Christie’s estate is expected to
-announce its discovery on Mon-
day, the 118th anniversary of her
birth, calling the tapes a rare find
and a significant addition to the
collection of memorabilia related
to Christie.

In Britain the appetite for all
things Agatha Christie is still
fierce. Devoted fans still mark
her birthday with a weeklong fes-
tival of theater performances,
treasure hunts, teas and murder-
mystery parties. And while her
books have never been consid-
ered high literary art, more than

500,000 copies of them are sold in ; AGENCE FRANCE.PRESSE — GETTY IMAGES
Britain each year. She has been R
outsold in volume only by Shake- Agatha Christie at her home

speare and the Bible.

Taking into account such
strong interest, Christie’s estate
is considering releasing part of
the tapes or publishing a new, up-
dated version of her autobiog-
rabhv.

i: Devon, England, in 1946.






