Expectant Mother s Guide

New Yt)rl\ sveryown
{animated-TV studio

| opens its doors to live
{audiences. By Abby West

i _|l|r=l about every kid has asked at one
point or another how a television
show (live-action or cartoon) is
made—and my twoare nodifferent,
Sowhen I found out that Little

Airplane Productions, the award-

winning creator of anim;

preschool hits like Nick J.

Wander Pefs, was going to be

offering interactive tours of its new

downtown studio, [ kne

Warden, 9, and Svdn,

want to check it out. On a recent

afternoon, the four of us, dad
mcluded, followed South Street

Seaport’s cobblestoned streetstoa

refurbished 200-year-old grain mill.

While the building’s exterior had an

old-world style, the four-storied interior

screamed contemporary, with
exposed-brick walls, gleaming
hardwood floors and dozens of top-
of-the-line computers.

Omne of the first things we noticed
upon entering was the massive
collection of television memorabilia,
which includes a picture of the
company’s Emmy Award-winning
founder and president, Josh Selig, as
achildactor on Sesame Sirect some

rears ago. The tour was inspired
lifelong fascination with how
things are created (he fondly
remembers a childhood trip to

Amish country, where he got to

is own pretzel and eat it). “It's

interesting toshow kids how we do

Allears Sydnay, front
left/and Warden, behind
her, Iool-.onusud' i

d]'llhln\'-llf\ l\h\l IlHII'--I
ve, healthy thing”

Sodo the 73 people working in this
tree-house-like office (there a
different branches and levels) to
produce, inaddition to The Wonder
Pets, Playhouse Disnev's Go, Baby!
and Noggin's Osbi! Atone of our
first stops, we met with “Team
Linny™ as they worked on the lovable
singing guinea pig from The
Wonder Pets. Designers and
producers explained the photo-
puppetry process that goes into
animating Linny's world, allowing
the kids to push buttons, and later
take a picture of a dollhouse that was
used for the show. "It was nice to get
tosee how they did that. [ thought
they just drew it all on a piece of
paper,” said Warden, amazed.

Lucky for us, musical d
Grammy-winning produce:
Le: present the d:
Lesser showed off Little Airplane’s
full recording studio, where an actual
orchestra comes in to tape music for
The Wonder Pets (the kids were very
impressed). But the hands-down
highlight of our trip was a visit to the
recording booth, Warden and Svdney
hooted out some owl sounds and then
watcheda clipof the program with
their audio included. I didn't have the
heart totell them it wouldn't actually
appear on the show.

207 Front St between Beekman and
Fulfon Sts (21 2-965-8994,
littleairplane.com). $10 per person.
Reservalions arevequived;: tours run
Tiee and Thieat 11amand 3pmand
arelimited to groups of ten.
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