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Gettin’tokno
‘Mama’ natur

Vanessa Williams voices animated
series featuring wild kingdom cast

BY LISA CHASE
he nursery rhyme “Old MncDonn]d Hlﬂ a Fnrm" is a great
way 1o ildren to some b Is, but

what about the cheetah. the zebra and the many other wild kingdom
members who don't qual:k. snort or moo?
So PBS and d up to create the
animated series voiced by Vanessa Williams, “Mama Mirabelle’s
Home Movies,” which premieres today at 7 a.m. on WNJN/Ch. 50 and
tomorrow at 6:30 a.m. on WNET/Ch. 13
“Mama the Elephant shows movies in which every episode is about
different creatures that live in the water or on the savanna, and
then her posse of little animals asks questions at the end,” says Williams,
a native New Yorker and mother of four. “1didn’t even know how to pro-
nounce some of the animals, so it was an educational process for me, too.”
Here the “Ugly Betty” star elaborates on the series ... and the joys

of parenting.
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