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elephant/maternal figure who cares a
group of baby animal characters from the

African Savannah, The wide ele-
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phant Max, the
ebro Korig
and the three hyper mon
keys Kip. Fip and Chip
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and his team at King Rollo Fims, Using the

animation of the sh
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popular CelAction software [creoled sev-



eral years ago by Andy Blazdell and Simon
Lipowicz). King Rollo based the look of the
show on that one single drawing by Eric
Brace. “I think one of the great things
about the show is that it looks hand-
maoade."” says Nielsen. “If doesn’t look
like something created by a huge
production company, and it feels
very European. from a production
standpoint, CelAction helps us get this
hand-drawn feel with shad-
ows and crayon work.
without having to send
the work to Poland or
Prague as was the
case years ago."
Although the show is
premiering this month stateside, it
began ifs run on BBC CBeebies eariier
this summer. “Audiences seem fo like it
here." soys Nielsen, whose studio is lo-
cated in the West Country of England,
about a three-hour drive to London.
“We've been able to deliver one episcde
per week for the past nine months. We
have a strong crew of about 24 people,
which can be a good thing. When you
have 200 people involved in o show, you
lose control and the intimate feel of the
show."
Another challenge for King Rollo was
working with the live-action
nature footage from the BBC.

which was created in the standard British
PAL. then converting it again to the NTSC
format for the U.S. version. This cross-cul-
tural mix akso impacted the voice cast for
the series. Besides Vanessa Wiliams, who
does the lead voice, all the other charac-
ter voices are recorded in the UK, by Brit-
ish actors. Even the U.S. version of the show
ufilizes a cast of voices from the other side
of “The Pond.”

Apart from the technical idiosyncrasies
of the production. what seems to make
the show a natural winner is its gentle mes-
sages and amesting visuals. “We've tested
the show in three dilferent stages of pro-
duction," notes Friedman Meir. “We got
feedback from both kids and parents and
each time we learned a lol. One question
that we had was whether we could jump
back and forth between animation and
live acfion. We found out that the kids
didn't miss a beat. The accents weren't an
issue, either, All the detail work that went
into the research helped us. With the
unique color palette and the world music
[the show has 10 original songs), | think
Mamma will be a real signature show for
all the networks that airit." ®

Mama Mirabelle’'s Home Movies
premieres on PBS Kids on Septem-
ber 8. For more info, visit www.pb-
skids.org/mamamirabelle.
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Fall Forward:
TV Toon Preview

It's not easy keeping track of all the hot new animated shows
debuting on the networks and the cable outlets this month. We
know our readers don't want to miss a single thing, so we did the
leg work to track down some of the top new shows premiering
on the small-screen in the next couple of months:

Name of Show: Mama Mirabelle's Home
Movies

Synopsis: A warm-hearted show about a
sassy, soulful elephant host named Mama
Mirabelle (voiced by Vanessa Willioms) and
the young animal characters she cares for o
the African savannah. The series combines
an animated world with stunning wildlife
movies from the National Geographic and
BBC award-winning archives.

Production Companies: National Geographic
Kids Entertainment, BBC/CBeebies and King
Rollo Films

Premiere
Date: The
i weekend
¥ of Sept.

8 (check
local list-
ings).
Name of Creator: Based on an original con-
cept by Wild Brain and George Evelyn.




