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hands over our
education
system. But
what happens
when society’s
anxiety begins
to engulf our
children?

By Bruce Kluger

kids this year. My 12-year-old, Bridgette, had president’

been com about her heavy workload,
and now | was seeing firsthand just how daunt-
uﬂm:rnsdred.l_kwas.ltpmmemedgﬂmher.
the guidance counselor stood up.
“Seventh grade is a crucial time for the chil-

our kids' academic performance this year could
dramatically affect their educational

Bt
we stress to the kids that this is when their i

grades really start to matter.”

That's when [ felt the blood rush to my face.

Wan&hm.”]hmred.‘myoum-
ally telling this to our kids?" I shot a glance at my
w;fetos:lehwhethgrshewa:hgivimmu:eaullsa
tomary, slit-eyed s to shut up. But | co
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“You're scaring the hell out of me," | con-
tinued. “] can't imagine what this is doing to our

rumbled through
the room. Finally, another dad said what we
were all thinking:
12 years old, for God's sake.”

“They're
These cracking the nut of education is a
I’onnldabtliemtask.andmﬂmisma&aﬂ
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achievement gap.

in-
cludes asking our kids to focus less on the Loui-
siana Purchase and star clusters and more on
m to some arbitrary,
data, then we've
touch with what learning is all about.

‘Unrealistic expectations’

“What | find so is that the schools, and
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ecutive director of the s!gjerswr York City
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ing on the real goal of education — to support
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our kids' healthy development and nurture
their curiosity — we're telling them, You
have to spend the next six years of your life
m 'mtoanlvyltage e school. It's
grades, not the learning.’

“And it doesn't end with test scores,”
Cleary adds. “Nowadays, in order to be a
whoam'atmctive'chlld,youalsoneedto
travel around the world and have lots of
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Cleary’s last words made me cringe.
Only recently, Bridgette mentioned to me
that she wanted to join an after-school pro-
ject involved with African relief. This is
typical of my oldest child — she was born
with her mom's heart. What was unusual,

however, was Bridgette’s next comment.
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1 almost fell off my chair. We never speak
of résumés in our 1 subsequently
learned that this was what she was being
i told in school.
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